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PREDICTS TREMENDOUS

John C. Uhrlaub, Long Resident of Far
East, Thinks Great Change is Im-

minent in "Child of the Orient"
GREAT, overgrown but undeA veloped child among the. na-

tions of the earth, slumbering
peacefully for centuries and

now awakening to life as It Is that
Is China y as seen 'by John C.
Uhrlaub of New York, who has Just
returned from an extended trip In the
Orient. China, he adds, la at present
Just where Japan was thirty years
ago, so far as the rest of the world
Is concerned, excepting that she has
between 350,000,000 and 400,000,000 of
Inhabitants, with boundless resources
and practically limitless trade possi-
bilities; and furthermore, China be-

lieves Impllclty that its one true and
tried friend Is the United States of
Americu,

'There is every reason why China
should so regard us," Mr. Uhrlaub
continued. "She knows that Ameri-
cans have never attempted to despoil
her, to loot her of art or other treas-
ures, to force a horrible curse like the
soul destroying opium habit on her
Innocent and Ignorant people or to
seize with Iron fist milliards of In-

demnity, so called, on one pretext or
another.

"Always and ever has China felt
that Uncle Sam was her big brother,
a brother as courageous as he Is Jeal-

ous of her real welfare. When we re-

turned the Boxer Indemnity China re-

alized that here, at last, was a nation
which would stand by her, protecting
her honor as It guarded Its own, ex- -,

tending a, need of sympathy as prac-
tical as It was extensive. And from
that day China has looked up to the
United States with absolute faith and
trustfulness.

"Is It any wonder that a visitor from
the United States should nnd not only
an open door but a heartfelt welcomo
iawalting him throughout the length
.and breadth of the Chinese Itepubllc?
At least that was my own experience,
and I doubt not that It could be dupli-

cated In hundreds and thousands of
others.

"A curious, fascinating land is
China; backward in very many re-

spects, yes; but In many respects up
to date, alive to the present, looking
forward eagerly to the future. Much
of the pomp and circumstance are
gone, with Its wealth of color and

and In place thereof I

saw evidence of a simplicity almost
Spartanllke. For example, It was my

privilege to have audience with the
Minister of Finance, Chow, at I'ekln,
and with his assistant Minister, h. C.

Chang, a graduate of the University
of Wisconsin. The reason for grant-
ing me the audience was this: Owing

in part to the European war, China
Is facing the possibility that before
long she will be unable to carry on
any extensive trade with the United
States, for the simple reason that she
.cannot get ships for cargoes sent here
and others sent back there.

"Somo glimmering of this, possibility
had occurred to mo when I went over
last November, and the impression wns
strengthened by a conversation I had
with an Englishman resident In China,
the head of what Is perhaps the larg-

est Importing and exporting house in

China and Japan. This gentleman saw-eve-

earlier than I the Imperative
necessity of providing some means of
shipment for cargoes carrying trade
between China and the United States,
and nftcr talking with him nnd
through the kindness of the American
Minister, S. P. Relnsch, In Pekln
I was enabled to meet Minister Chow
and Mr. Chang. Nothing could more
forcibly Illustrate the transition period
in which China now finds herself.

"The Minister of Finance Is of course
ono of the most powerful men In the
country. The day I called upon him
was cold, mercury registering about
IS degrees below freezing, I was
ushered Into nn anteroom, which had

.a dirt Moor. Thero was no carpet; an
oval table nnd eight or nine plain
chairs constituted nil of the furniture,
excepting for nn old, cheap Iron stove
off In a corner of the room. There
was no glass In the window frames,
oiled paper serving Instead.

"I found the Minister of Flnnnco
In his Inner room. There he sat at
a little, simple, cheap desk, amid he
simplest of surrounding. I noticed
that while the wnlls of the room nnd
been papered, yet In ono corner the
paper hung down In shreds. Hero nlso
I found no carpet on tho floor, but In

a corner was the counterpart of the
Inexpensive iron Btovo seen In tho
outer room,

"On tho Minister's desk was a hand
bell that had been broken and was
tied together with n bit of wire, nnd
near It were Inkstnnd nnd penholders
of tho cheapest kind that you can
Imagine, All tho pomp and richness
of tho old Manchu dynasty was gone,
Embroidered gowns and luxuriant pea-
cock feathers were things of tho past,
lit I reulUed us mum us I Hilt-re- d and
gave a single glance ut the Minister.

"After greeting mo with true cour-
tesy he commenced to speak of the
possible, future, trade relations between
his country and the United States, and

To this day caravans come from the Gobi Desert. I

before long he suggested a possibility
which had not occurred to me until
that moment the Idea of organizing
without delay a Chinese-America- n

steamship company. He told me how
anxious China is to have a line under
the Chinese flag, to be In connection
with railway lines, tho building of
which China is seriously contemplat-
ing as a necessity In developing the
trade of China. In fact, the Min-
istry has five projects In view for In-

dustrial development, all of which
seem to mc to be very feasible and of
Inestimable benefit to China and our-
selves hero in the United States.

"China realizes that sho has only
one friend In the world, and that Is the
United States. I believe the day will
come when the United States will be
very glad to have such a friend as
China. To-da- y China Is In the same
condition as Japan was thirty or thirty-fiv- e

years ago In 18S6, for instance,
when I first went there to reside for
some time.

"At that time foreigners thought tho
Japanese were not to be taken se-
riously or to be reckoned with In the
world sense. I do not share thU view
and my feeling aa to Its falsity, was
strengthened as I remained there year
after year, representing a Paris house,""
and became able to speak the Jap-
anese language fluently.

"During the recent talks with tho
present Minister of Finance at Pekln
he explained how crippled China Is
financially, owing to the tremendous
drafts foreign Powers have made on
the Chinese Treasury. And It was
proposed that a steamship line be or-
ganized under American management,
with capital provided by this country
and secured by Chinese Government
bonds. It Is known of course that the
Urltlsh steamships In the Pacific are
being converted Into cruisers, that the
German Oriental fleet Is gone or In-

terned, and this leaves for China's
shipping practically nothing besides
the Japanese lines excepting the Pn-elf-

Mall Steamship Company's boat,
nnd that company Is seriously affected
as a result of the new navigation laws
recently enacted at Washington,

"The neeJ of such a steamship line
as Is proposed Is evident nnd the re-
sults may b very great. Thirty-fiv- e

years ngo there wns not a single ship
In the Jnpanese merchant marine, but
to-d- the Japanese flag Is In every
port of the world. Half a dozen largo
lines are subsidized by tho Japanese
Government and the development Is
not ended, not by nny means. It Is
simply Incredible the tremendous
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progress Japan has mado in a few
decades.

"Go to Toklo, as I did recently,
after twenty years absence, and you
will feel that some ono has caused a
maglcal'and complete transformation
by rubbing Aladdin's lamp. To have
effected such transformation withoutt magical Influence seems almost Im-
possible to one who knew Japan in
1S95, say, and then sees her y.

i "The dirty, little, dingy streets are
gone, and In their place are broad,
clean, beautiful highways that would
be a credit to any American or Euro-
pean capital. Modern buildings of all
kinds, underground railways, electric
lights, luxurious theatres and elegantly
appointed hotels every evidence of
the most modern and comptete
civilization as we of the Western
world know It. Why, look even at
Corea for evidence of Japan's wonder-- ,
ful onward march In a few years
go to Seoul and there you will find a
hotel costing $800,000, built by Japa-
nese, which Is equal to any In the
United States.

"What Japan has done In the past
thirty or forty years I believe China
may do In the three or four decades;
only China Is so much larger, her
wealth and resources und trade neces-
sities are s much more enormous in
tho aggregate as to overtop away out
of sight that already accomplished by
Japan. As to the Chinese-America- n

line of steamships, proposed to me 'by
the Minister of Finance, nothing can
be definitely said at present. Freight
rates Just now are abnormal: It Is
not to be expected( that after the war
they will remiln 'at this high level.
But when the war Is over the German
merchants In the Orient are going to
do business again.

"They will not give a pound of
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freight, going or coming, to either
British or Japanese steamships If they
can help It; but they will be very glad
to offer to neutral lines all the freight
their own boats cannot take for one
reason or another. Likewise, English
merchants and Japanese merchants,
who will fully resume business at tho
close of the war, will not favor Ger-
man lines with their cargoes; and a
great deal of English nnd Japanese
freight could be diverted easily to
American or Chinese-America- n boats
If they should be ready to handle it.

"Wc must not lose sight, either, of
the fact that during the present hos-
tilities In Europe a great many ships
are being sunk and otherwise de-
stroyed. These will have to be replaced
by other ships owned by somebody,
for the demand to carry freight will
spring up again.

"There is nnother thing that a good
many persons perhaps have not had
brought to their attention. It will
take many ship bottoms to carry to
Europe material that Europe will
have to have In rebuilding the cities
nnd towns now being ruined on every
hand. Timber. Iron, raw material of
every kind will be needed, nnd nlso
will be needed the men to get them
out of the eurth nnd Into shape where
they can be worked over Into manu-
factured articles. I do not think that
all Europe will be able to furnish
building Iron, structural steel nnd
lumber as fast as will be needed for
rebuilding of tho cities and towns
laid waste: und yet ns soon ns peaco
comes such rebuilding must bo under-tnke- n

at once.
"Immediately Europe will be' con-

fronted with the fnct that Irrespec-
tive cf her mines and forests n vast
proportion of her latsir supply has
been destroyed. A couple of million

able bodied men killed and another
two million or more maimed for life
nnd no prophet can foretell as yet how
much larger tho number will run ero
peaco prevails again. We of Amer-
ica will have to do the work. In do-

ing It we will have to call on China
for much -- of merchandise aa well as
material. And wo must havo ships
to carry all this necessary cargo If
wo are to aid Europe to get on her
feet again."

Mr. Uhrlaub expressed himself as
seriously concerned over Japan's re-

cent proposals regarding China.
"Do you know what would have

been the result had China accepted
the demands that Japanese officers
should train and direct China's army?
Let mo tell you In a word; the Japa-
nese military men, by thus achieving
command, could have decided Just
who should be brought into the army
of China; with a population of nearly
400,000,000 Chinese to draw upon,
Japan thereupon could organize, equip
and train the largest army of fighting
men the world has ever seen. And
this military machine of incalculable
power, trained to Japanese standards
of efficiency by Jivpin's ablest officers,
would havo been a mcnaco to civiliza-
tion.

"To-day- 's China's army, like our
own Is simply negligible, when com-- 1

tared with other organizations of
fighting men; but, like our own, be-

cause of tho Intelligence prevailing
among tho population, It could easily
be brought in tho course of a few
years to a very high order of eff-
iciency.

"Yes," Mr. Uhrlaub went on, re-

flectively, "to-da- y China Is the child
of the Orient, stepping toward West-
ern civilization. Thorough, thrifty,

great wall built as protection against foreign barbarians.
air restaurants in China have no cabarets attached.

Stepping from the Orient

She United

hard working China Is the Teuton of
Asia, while Japan Is like tho French
of mercurial temperament. What
China has yH to learn Is to cease
looking backward nnd to look forward
into the future.

"Ancestor worship Is not merery a
religion, it Is an obsession. Wo In
America look far ahead and ask
ourselves what we can do so that our
children will be further advanced than
we In every way. The Chinese, on the
other hand, look backward and ask
what their remote ancestors would do
about thin or Unit or the other thing.

"Of course if1 ere Is no Government
In China suctyas we understand the
word. Tho republic Is wwklnif out,
but very slowly, very slowly. I be-
lieve that Yuan Shlh-K'- ai has the
best for China ut his bcart; but 6un
Yat-sc- n, who Is In exile In Japan, Is
continually trying to foment trouble
against President Yuan. They are
very different types of men, of course
Sun Yat-Sc- n having come from u
coolie family, having been brought up
by Missionaries In Hongkong, and
being known ns a 'rice Christian,'

"ta to financial and economic
China y, I am convinced that all
she needs is a proper organization
nnd collection of lier taxes In order to
be relieved of onerous burden. For-
merly the salt tax brought a very
small return to the Government; but
when hypothecated to n British finan-
cier and managed under Ills direc-
tion. It shortly Increased five or six
times, and this without adding new
load to the "taxpayers but by honesty
and economy of organization and col-
lection.

"The entire land tax of China the
whole of China, remember brings to
the Government treasury each year

'.

. . .

SOO

&MBWtCiiSiB

Regards
Friend Among NationsChinese-America- n

Ship Line Urged

"r i

toward Western civilization.

States As Her Only

only nbout IH.OOO.OOO. Men if a1

and observation tell me ili.tt i

proper administration it omul turn -

not less than $400,000,000.
"Tho Chinese Govvrnnv nt Is c

desirous of getting a mini r if i.
Americans to go over then' am r

ganlzo Its financial plans atnl inc-

us related to taxation In r.fer"
to this the Minister of I'uiatue Ji

Chow, said to me. 'We want Anur.i ;

In our employ, hut do n 't wan1 r
who have been long In C' i a f
Americans. Mr. L hrlau e(,a,M
"have learned too well t'e i'h.r- -

saying, 'mask!,' which mctfs T.f.'
mind It rrep,"!
In meaning to the Spatusli manari

"Minister Chow, by tlif way 'i
been secretary of the Cli ni's l.e.v
nt Washington. He Is a'n , fir'.
years of age, speaks fair c E::
llsh, Is very shrewd and -- i .' s
words.

"The China of y v

can college graduates h- - r. if

American utilities, Ami-- a- -
tlons, Is only a small par' f

China. Long caravans ! m.

come slowly In from '

Gobi, hearing thulr pr ''
the Great Wall still -t n - '

down upon by immense 't

tain ranges; the 'li,n-
girls are still taking h

from the Orient towar.l
and the open air rest mi '

ns yet become liuiiiil.u. .v

shows,
''One of the htranm t

American ran have. ' '

dine nt the hotiu- - of , '

man and bo served w v '

cocktail, excellent s'
chnmiKigne and with -

und grilled shurks' 11

country seems to m. ;' ' ' :

congruous condition.
dences of the highi'
by side with the lnwe- -

"dne time I enter.-- ! ,i

nil restaurant' wit'i ''
This was In fai.tun
patients there to eat t

cure them of eeit.i.n
around were live '

ones monkeys, s,

deer, and
glance In a glas- - i

snakes when unotln t ;

a Chinese, w ho , n '

a certain Mtake. w .

then took from (lit
was at once killed

"T asked my mt
earth that riutie.--e .
to eat snake meal I

preter leplleil: '

fnM ii snake can
notw!tlist.indm in '

llo legs? Well, Ml. f
fast a snake cm, '

li ive legs. The gent
consuming that n..U
rheumatism in lu--

nts him l i om w

Therefore lie cat -
in his les.'

"I'erfei tiv sitni'l'
tinned, laiiuliint:
hadn't thought "i
niunko s, you know '

extraorilln.il sii.
wrists and arm. '
m nig from n t i

ablest of living
of people In th it '

Aero eating tiiotiio
My interpreter (

li.nl gouty alien
joints, and so t,

"tati metit.-i-.

"Aiii'th. Kind i

1 certainly did i n.l '

of sin i r.il I '

the gi'oiniil tloor v i

a cent for our ti a .i

llel e were eoolli

increases th, lilu!" i

the very top llo. i

about 0 rents II.

fur h'.i tea.
"lleie I found H

the very best cla-- s, --

clety. Many broiigH v

fiivor'te pet lunl '"
rages were hum: "l .
for tlu purp "' '

i
Sipping tea and .

(
a constant ntip' i

all through that i

It was a scene long t


